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The First Ten Plays 

EMERGENCY WATER SUPPLY *
 
•	 Store 1 gallon of potable water per person for at least a two-week period. 
•	 Store water safely in plastic containers designed solely for that use. Large clear plastic 

five-gallon bottles can be purchased at many grocery and hardware outlets. For those whc 
cannot use larger bottles, smaller versions are available. I prefer storage in clear 
containers because it allows visual inspection. Larger storage, in 30-gallon drums, is also 
recommended. An example of a vendor is: 

http://theepicenter.com/cgi/order.cgi?page=water drums barrels rations and storage containers.htrr 
I&cart id=%%cart id%% 
•	 You may use thoroughly washed glass or fiberglass containers, or even enamel lined 

metal containers. However, it is not recommended to use containers that previously 
stored food products, and never store water in any container that was ever used for 
storing toxic chemicals like gasoline or bleach. 

•	 When storing long-term potable water use a dropper to add 16 drops of bleach per gallon. 
This will leave a taste to the water but it also reduces the risk of contamination by 
microbes. Use only standard bleach, like unscented Clorox, not a "bleach replacement." 

•	 If you have not stored water before an emergency, you can get water from your own hous, 
from: the water heater once it has cooled, the pipes in your house (open a faucet at a high 
point and then drain from a low point valve), or from the water stored in the tank behind 
the toilet bowl (but never water from the bowel) 

•	 You may get water from rainwater, streams, rivers, and moving bodies of water. Ponds, 
lakes and smaller streams or springs can be used with care not to take water from any sit, 
with floating materials, odors, or dark colors. All open water will need to be disinfected. 
Use at least two or three disinfection methods below. Filter out solids first. Never drink 
flood waters or try to disinfect them. 

•	 Boiling-Bring water to rolling boil for at least 5 minutes. Let cool. Pour back and forth 
between clean containers to add back oxygen for taste improvement. 

•	 Disinfection-16 drops bleach per gallon. Let stand 30 minutes. If there is no bleach odol 
repeat addition and add bleach again and let stand again. 

•	 Distillation-Boil water in a system that collects vapor and condenses vapor to clean 
collection. You can use a clear wire to connect a cup to a lid turned upside down over a 
pot of boiling water. The cup must be suspended above the water level. The water caught 
in the cup will be clean. 

•	 If you need to purify what you are drinking while traveling you might consider getting 
some of the SteriPEN prefilters you can connect to a handheld water bottle. They are 
available at many water stores, outdoor and travel centers, and online: 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/BOOOPGYDU2/ref=nosim/coffeeresearch4894-20 

* These are not listed in order of importance but as a group of materials that 
will increase the possibility of positive outcomes.
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