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The First Ten Plays� 

PREPARING FOR VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS 

•� Be aware of your environment Know the risks. Contact your local emergency management 
agency and ask them if there are any active volcanoes within 300 miles up wind. 

•� Watch the U.S. Geological Survey site for warnings about impending volcanic activity in 
your area. If the warning levels indicate you should take action, including evacuation, follow 
the warnings, especially if followed by local government announcements to take action. 

http://volcanoes.usgs.gov/ 

•� Remember that volcanic eruptions may be preceded or followed by large earthquakes. You 
may be at risk of damage from ground movement even if you are not down wind of the ash. 

•� Ensure you are not anywhere near the downward slope of a volcano that is threatening to 
become active. A lahar could destroy anything in its path tens of miles from the site of the 
eruption. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wikilLahar 

•� If you are caught in the open in ash, cover your face with a wet handkerchief or towel until 
you can get safely indoors. Close all windows, doors, and vents when possible. Do not try 
to run outside fans as their motors may catch fire as they are shorted by the ash. 

•� Use your stored water and food supplies as water systems may be disrupted or 
contaminated. Use filter masks, if you have a supply. N-95s are acceptable for short-term 
use, but N-100s would be better for extended wear of many hours. 

•� Use the guidance from the USGS to protect your health during ash fall. Remember that if 
the eruption lasts for days, and ash accumulates on roofs, it may cause them to collapse: 

http://volcanoes.usgs.gov/ash/todo.html 

•� For clean up and other recovery actions use the same USGS site above for information. 

•� If you are planning to fly close to an area that has an erupting volcano, check on the status 
of the flight from the FAA: 

http://www.f1y.faa.gov/flvtaa/usmap.jsp 

•� If you have any problems with coughing or breathing difficulties after exposure to volcanic 
ash, see your physician immediately. Read the article below for information to consider. 

http://www.news-medical.netl?id=31061 

* These are not listed in order of importance but as a group of materials that 
will increase the possibility of positive outcomes.� 
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