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The First Ten Plays 

HOW TO BARTER SUCCESSFULLY * 
•	 Make sure you keep barter goods in place for emergency trades. You want to keep things 

stored and ready that have the following qualities: 
--High demand (like toilet paper, cigarettes, baby diapers, etc.) 
--Not easily manufactured at home 
--Can be broken into small portions for small trades 
--Brand names for immediate recognition 

•	 Perform an inventory of stuff you have you really don't want or need anymore. You'll be 
shocked to see how much is really there. 

•	 Place a value on each item to swap so you can compare it to the value of items offered to 
you. There are many trades sites and books in the library that will help you find out the 
value of your items. looking at offers on e-Bay or Craigslist can give you some ideas. 

•	 Decide what category your item belongs to (e.g., autos, clothing, books, etc.) and then 
look online for a site that provides swaps or bartering. Be careful, though, some of the 
sites are not reputable. Make sure you can get a reference or contact someone who has 
used them successfully before you trade expensive items like jewelry, vehicles, or even a 
home. 

•	 Use local papers where people have personal items for sale, but in this case, make it clear 
you want to swap and be specific what you want to swap for in return. Never leave an 
address. A phone number is okay but an e-mail address is better. Be sure to meet in a 
neutral location and have someone with you as a witness and for company. 

•	 Swaps for major items should require some proof of ownership. This is not so important 
for items like books, clothes, health equipment, etc. However, when it comes to major 
tangible assets, avoid anyone who cannot or will not prove ownership through sales 
receipts, government sales slips, or other forms of registration. 

•	 You can hold a swap party in your home with neighbors and friends. If you select a 
"theme" for the party it's likely the outcomes will be better. For instance, a baby clothes 
and gear party would draw both new parents and those with leftover goods in storage. 
Ask those who want to attend to bring from 10-30 items that must be in clean, safe 
condition. let people bring food for a pot luck while they swap and anything that can't be 
traded could go to charity, like Goodwill or the Salvation Army. 

•	 If you are bartering services, it is more successful if you barter with those you know and 
trust. Make sure you agree in writing between each other about exactly what will be 
traded, when and how. Clear written agreements prevent issues in service barter. 

•	 Keep records of who you bartered, when and what was exchanged. 

•	 Do research on tax considerations. If you are bartering substantial items you may have 
generated a taxable event. 

* These are not listed in order of importance but as a group of materials that
 
will increase the possibility ofpositive outcomes.
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